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Mastic tree ( Pistacia lentiscus L.) is an evergreen shrub or small tree, belonging to
Sumac family (Anacardiaceae). It is a leading component of Mediterranean maquis
vegetation. It is the unique species evaluated for gum mastic. Mastic is a resin
obtained from P. lentiscus var. chia Duham. which is differed from the wild species
with some morphological features.
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The oldest information on mastic goes back to Herodotus (5th century B.C.). Ancient
Greek and Roman physicians mentioned about the therapeutic properties of mastic
and recommended its use.
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Today, mastic resin and mastic oil are the products with high added value and used in
many industrial applications.
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